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Joint Letter from Geoff Preisman and Thomas Schulz 
October 23, 2024 

Last Saturday, October 19, 2024, a ferry gangway collapsed on Sapelo Island, a 

barrier island in Georgia, tragically killing seven people and critically injuring 

several others. Many individuals had gathered on the island for the Gullah-

Geechee festival, a cultural celebration.  

 

We are heartbroken by the tragedy and our deepest condolences are with those 

who lost loved ones, and our thoughts are with those who are injured. 

 

Centennial Contractors Enterprises, Inc., a Bilfinger company, is assisting 

authorities in the investigation as they work to determine the cause of the 

incident. Centennial served as the general contractor for the dock and gangway’s 
construction, in partnership with local subcontractors and vendors to complete 

the project in November 2021.  

 

Our team members have been on Sapelo Island to support local and state 

officials and the community and remain available to assist as needed. 

 

Sincerely,  

Geoff Preisman, President, Centennial Contractors Enterprises, Inc.  

Thomas Schulz, Group CEO, Bilfinger SE 

 
Media Contact: 

Media Relations, Centennial Contractors Enterprises  

press@cce-inc.com 

 
 

 

 
Bilfinger is an international industrial services provider. The aim of the Group's activities is to increase the efficiency and 

sustainability of customers in the process industry and to establish itself as the number one partner in the market for this purpose. 
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Bilfinger’s comprehensive portfolio covers the entire value chain from consulting, engineering, manufacturing, assembly, 
maintenance and plant expansion to turnarounds and digital applications.   

 

The company delivers its services in two service lines: Engineering & Maintenance and Technologies. Bilfinger is primarily active in 

Europe, North America and the Middle East. Process industry customers come from sectors that include energy, chemicals & 

petrochemicals, pharma & biopharma and oil & gas. With its ~30,000 employees, Bilfinger upholds the highest standards of safety 

and quality and generated revenue of €4.5 billion in financial year 2023. To achieve its goals, Bilfinger has identified two strategic 

thrusts: repositioning itself as a leader in increasing efficiency and sustainability, and driving operational excellence to improve the 

organizational performance. 

You can find additional information, photographs and videos at 

 

 
 

 

   

 

http://www.bilfinger.com/en/
http://www.facebook.com/bilfinger
http://www.linkedin.com/company/bilfinger
http://www.youtube.com/BilfingerTV

